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Agenda
1. Introductions (5 minutes)

a. General reminders and ground rules
b. City staff and electeds

2. Minutes from last month (2 minutes)
3. Sharing concerns — (8 minutes)
4. Discussion: Reckless Driving. (15 minutes).

a. What have folks been hearing from friends, family, neighbors about reckless
driving?

b. What are the highest priority things to change in the short term? Long-term?
c. What are the approaches to traffic enforcement and education that people see as

most beneficial?
d. Introduction of Reckless Driving subcommittee.

5. Updates on projects newly approved by East-West Gateway (15 minutes) — Scott
Ogilvie, Planning & Urban Design

6. Subcommittee updates (10 minutes)
7. Other business (5 minutes)



COMMUNITY MOBILITY
COMMITTEE

GENERAL MEETING MINUTES
September 28, 2022

The meeting was called to order at 1:03 p.m. by the Chair, Liz Kramer. In attendance were
voting and general committee members Aamna Anwer, Matt Bernstine, Bobbie Brantley,
Charles Bryson, Becca Gilberg, Jeff Gold, Liz Kramer, Kaleena Menke, Bryce Mosner, Sam
McCrory, Michael Ridenhour, Melissa Theiss, Patrick Van Der Tuin, Dawn Walter, Sheryll
Williams, Rachel Witt, Matt Wyczalkowski; city officials Andrew Lackey of the Office of the
Disabled and Scott Ogilvie of the Planning & Urban Design Agency; and guests Ganesh
Babulal, Richard Bose, Mark Eagleton, Christie Holland, George Karnezis, Peter Kickham,
Cindy Metz, Andrew Samples, Justin Seaton, Adam Treaster, and Kea Wilson.

The minutes from the August 24, 2022 meeting were approved as distributed.

General Reminders and Ground Rules
● Liz Kramer welcomed all attendees to the meeting and reminded everyone of the

purpose of the Community Mobility Committee (CMC) as well as the rules of the
meetings.

● Liz Kramer explained that closed captioning was available for all attendees through
Zoom’s live transcript function and an ASL interpreter was present. If an attendee needs
additional accommodations, please email Liz prior to the next meeting.

● The meeting was recorded for later viewing by absent committee members. The video
will not be posted online.

● City officials in attendance introduced themselves over the call. Committee members
and guests introduced themselves through the Zoom chat function.

Sharing Concerns
● Liz Kramer opened the floor to any attendees to share concerns:

o Patrick Van Der Tuin requested data from the Citizen Service Bureau (CSB),
specifically around complaints relating to pedestrian and cyclist infrastructure.
From basic data from the city, it appears that any complaints relating to those
topics are immediately close and not addressed. Some citizens have stopped
putting requests through the CSB and instead reach out to city officials through
Twitter. There is concern that CSB is not an efficient platform for residents to
submit requests.



Discussion: Reckless Driving
● Liz Kramer reported that reckless driving has become a large issue for the City of St.

Louis. There have been six pedestrian/cyclist deaths since the start of the summer in
addition to countless injuries and significant property damage.

● Liz Kramer explained that the committee will spend a significant amount discussing this
issue during this meeting. The discussion will help guide the CMC’s new subcommittee
Reckless Driving, chaired by Rachel Witt.

● Liz Kramer shared four questions via the chat function to guide the discussion:
o What have folks been hearing from friends, family, neighbors about reckless

driving?
o What are the highest priority things to change in the short term? Long-term?
o What are the approaches to traffic enforcement and education that people see as

most beneficial?
● Kaleena Menke shared via the chat function that she does not want to die [from a

reckless driver].
● Patrick Van Der Tuin shared that the City’s response has been ridiculous. We have

people lose their lives and the city’s response is to park an empty patrol car near where
they were hit.  Many citizens have stepped up in great ways such as Rachel [Witt], but it
takes too much work to get a response from the City. The average citizen won’t get a
response since it takes too much work and most neighborhoods are not organized to get
answers either. There are many community organizations that have started to advocate
for change since nothing is happening, but we still need the City to finally act.

● Christie Holland shared via the chat function that the City should revisit land use, street
design, and economic policy. Collaboration across groups-zoning, planning, traffic
engineering, streets, business associations, tdm specialists, and the creative community
must happen. Bike and walk focused organizations should be asked to collaborate with
the CMC on this.

● Kea Wilson shared that they are disheartened that the immediate short-term discussion
has been primarily about traffic enforcement. There needs to be more discussion about
pop-up traffic calming. It is unacceptable that two fatalities happen at essentially the
same location and then nothing is done to improve the infrastructure. There are many
manuals from external organizations and other cities on how to improve street design on
a limited budget.

o Andrew Samples shared in the chat function that they agreed with Kea. There are
other options than more police or multi-million-dollar infrastructure changes.

● Rachel Witt shared that they have been in charge of the South Grand Business District
for 16 years. We need the City’s engineers and our Streets Department to look at our
streets in a different way. It shouldn’t be about moving traffic, but keeping everyone safe
as they move about.  Our biggest flaw is how we move traffic and how we treat traffic. I
am glad that the mayor finally said something and plans to pursue a transportation plan
for the whole city. A pedestrian was killed on South Grand because someone ran a red
light. A cyclist was killed nearby because someone was frustrated by how slow traffic
was going and drove into the bike lane. Both were killed because they didn’t want to
wait. We have a lot of people who don’t care about others when they drive. We need
enforcement, traffic calming, and education. The fact that we don’t have drivers’
education in Missouri anymore is a major problem. We have a lot of road rage and



reckless driving. Over the last several years, South Grand has racked up $70,000 in
property damage and most drivers involved don’t have insurance or are driving with
expired tags. I want to paint a picture that we are experiencing. We have a lot of drivers
who are deviant and don’t care about others

● Adam Treaster asked via the chat function if there is any funding allocated for quick,
temporary traffic calming. If the money does exist, does Scott Ogilvie, his team, and the
Streets Department have the resources to execute projects quickly?

● Jeff Gold shared that this meeting was his first. He lives near South Grand and Arensal.
He feels terrorized by drivers in the city. Reckless driving happens on a daily basis.
There is a value to traffic calming, but behavior is a large component. Enforcement is a
critical tool that is lacking in the City and it is a part of the solution.

● Richard Bose shared that he commonly walks across Skinker Boulevard and Forest Park
Parkway. With Washington University nearby, there is an expectation of pedestrian so
there seems to be less reckless driving than other sections of the city. On the other hand,
there is also car debris at every intersection. More must be done for pedestrian and
cyclists. Not everyone is lucky enough to have the university or other large institutions
to protect them.

● Matt Wycalkowski shared that he lives in Benton Park West and is a daily
pedestrian/cyclist. It is difficult to get across major roads like Gravois because of how
wide they are. There are some streets that I would never ride my bike like South Grand
even though there are bike lanes. This issue must be tackled through engineering,
education, and enforcement. It is easy for drivers to speed because our roads are
designed for that. They are runways. People will drive as fast as they feel like they can.
There needs to be pedestrian refuges on more roads.

● Sam McCrory shared that there needs to be more funding. St. Louis doesn’t look like
other cities because of the funding sources directed towards traffic calming. Could we
direct property taxes to better our pedestrian and bike infrastructure? We also need to
meet with state reps to pass better laws and identify funding sources to leverage
improvements. How can we loosen the red tape to better our communities? We can’t
rely solely on federal funding. I would be interested to talk more about this in the
subcommittee. We need more data and personal stories to build a case for politicians for
something to happen.

● Peter Kickham shared that he is a daily cyclist between the Shaw neighborhood, Saint
Louis University North Campus, and Downtown. He rides a lot on Chouteau between
39th Street and Grand. If you headed east on Chouteau the bike land disappears between
Spring and South Grand. It is a discontinuous bike lane. The street may have repaved
recently. A lot of cyclist fatalities happen away from intersections due to cars being at
top speed so it would be great to add a bike lane between Spring and South Grand.
Drivers become very aggressive when they perceive cyclists are where they shouldn’t
be. I experience the most about traffic violence when they perceive I am where I
shouldn’t be. Getting a bike lane between Spring and South Grand would benefit all
cyclists heading east on Chouteau.

● Ganesh Babulal shared that this was his first meeting. He is a researcher at the
Department of Neurology at the School of Medicine at Washington University. He
primarily works with Alzheimer’s, but his work also intersects with transportation
specifically looking at driving and driving decline. This is a personal issue because this



has impacted his life while in St. Louis (over 11 years). He was involved in a fairly
intensive accident when a driver took an unprotected right turn into his car. The driver
was uninsured and had a long rap sheet. The issue was that there were no repercussions
because he tried to flee afterward. The cops were dismissive because it was a common
occurrence. Recently, Ganesh relocated close near Boyle and Lindell. That intersection
is a widow maker. It requires the neighborhood and residents to change their collective
conscience to deal with this issue. There are no precautions to safeguard the lives of the
residents living in the city. There is also an economic impact because many residents are
living nearby are moving to the suburbs where they feel safer. This is an important
endeavor to take on.

● Jeff Gold shared via the chat function that card blow the red lights on Kingshighway and
Waterman all the time. They pull into the right northbound lane and then fly through the
light.

● Kea Wilson shared via the chat function that regarding the South Grand bike crash that
enforcement may have prevented that death, but a well-protected bike lane definitely
would have. They are open to enforcement approaches that data has shown to work, but
hopes that most of the City’s energy will be focused on solutions that will lives when
others drive recklessly, regardless of why they are driving that way.

● Kaleena Menke shared that she is daily cyclist to commute to work. I put at the
beginning of the meeting that I didn’t want to die and I feel like personal stories will
really beef up our advocacy. When someone is killed from a traffic accident, their
families are also destroyed and their workplace is affected. In our storytelling, we have
to remember the human cost both in actual lives and economic effects.

● Aamna Anwer shared via the chat function that in previous meetings it was shared that
the East-West Gateway was applying the Safe Streets for All program on behalf of the
region. What is the status of that?

o Melissa Theiss replied via the chat function that the application was submitted
by the East-West Gateway earlier this month and awards should be announced in
early 2023.

● Jeff Gold asked via the chat function if City’s police department has a policy of not
chasing cars committing traffic offenses, what motivation do reckless drivers have to
drive safely? Many have already shown they don’t care about their fellow citizens by the
manner in which they drive.

● Dawn Walter shared via the chat function that they have actively changed how they
drive and walk to stay safe. The fact that while driving they look left and right after the
light turns greens because of the fear of someone running through a red light is
ridiculous.

● Kaleena Menke shared via the chat function that they don’t want fear to win.
● Liz Kramer summarized the discussion. Many individuals mentioned a culture of

reckless driving. The way that we change our culture is we have to change a wide range
of different things because we have to show that we care about the way people drive.
That means changing how our city is built, how it is maintained, how enforcement
happens, how education works, and how things are talked about when they do go wrong.
When I bike to the rec center to swim laps, I am terrified that I will be hit in the ten
blocks between my home and rec center. I spend a lot of time changing my behavior
around that. As an advisory council, we must be focused on providing feedback to our



elected officials and to our city staff on ways that they can make changes. She shared via
screen share information about the new Reckless Driving subcommittee.

● Rachel Witt shared that a few CMC members have been meeting with state reps to
address what can be done through state law. Change requires policy change. For
example, bringing drivers education back would cost the state $4 million. The Reckless
Driving subcommittee will be researching what can be done about that and other policy
changes.

o Richard Bose asked via the chat function if the cost for drivers’ education was $4
million statewide or only just in the St. Louis region.

▪ Charles Bryson replied via the chat function that the cost would $4
million statewide.

● Richard commented via the chat function the total cost sounds
very little. One saved life is worth more that and the state has a
ton of surplus funding.

● Ganesh Babulal agreed with Richard via the chat about the cost of
one life. There is no monetary metric to equate for one life. $4
million is a cheap price tag for drivers’ education.

o Peter Kickham suggested that via the chat function distracted driving be included
as an agenda item for the new subcommittee.

o Liz Kramer asked anyone interested in joining the new Reckless Driving
subcommittee to email Rachel Witt by this Friday (Rachel@southgrand.org)

● Sheryll Williams shared via the chat function that their husband sustained a hit and run
crash while they were bicycling from work in 2016. The reckless driver was never
identified. This experience changed their lives and attitudes about biking, walking, and
driving in the City.

● Sam McCrory shared via the chat function the meeting information for the South Grand
Traffic Calming Meeting on October 3rd from 6:00 to 7:00pm at Carpenter Library.

● Sheryll Williams shared via the chat function that the Department of Motor Vehicles
drivers guide has a few paragraphs about regarding cyclists. There is no content about
bike signage, bike lanes, or images of actual bike infrastructure.

Updates on Projects Newly Approved by East-West Gateway – Scott Ogilvie
● Scott Ogilvie reported that in August the East-West Gateway approved a number of

projects for funding. Current funded projects via various transportation grant programs,
in all project phases, totals $189.9 million.

o $87.5 million of funding is going towards projects with greenway or cycletrack
elements.

o $51.8 million was allocated to new projects this funding round.
● The projects in the City of St. Louis include:

o roadway reconstruction on Grand for the Brickline Greenway. It will include a
road diet.

o a north segment of the Brickline Greenway on Spring Avenue from Page to
Washington. With funding, the project is now moving into the design phase which
will include community engagement.

o the Tower Grover Connector Phase 2 on Sarah from Vandeventer to Forest Park
Parkway. This will connect to another segment of the Brickline Greenway that is

mailto:Rachel@southgrand.org


running along the Metrolink line. Greater St. Louis provided much of the local
match funding.

o a new segment of the Deer Creek Greenway. This will connect the Des Peres
Greenway to the Deer Creek Greenway. This project was funded in the past but
was passed on. It is once again funded and more ambitious than before.

o the Union – Lindell Bridge Replacement. This project is managed by the city. It is
an interesting project since it is technically two bridges over Forest Park Parkway
and the Metrolink line. This is a key bridge that needs to be replaced as it is a
critical access point to get into Forest Park and it is near many current and future
pedestrian and bike projects. There is a survey that citizens can fill out to share
their thoughts on the project
(https://www.stlouis-mo.gov/government/departments/public-service/projects/uni
on-lindell-bridge-reconstruction.cfm)

o Delmar traffic signals. Traffic signals will be updated and ADA updates will be
made to Delmar between Goodfellow and Vandeventer. This project will be
managed by the Board of Public Service.

▪ George Karnezis asked via the chat function if the improvements will
include leading pedestrian intervals.

● Kea Wilson asked via the chat function for general timeline of completion for these
projects and how likely they are to be completed in the estimated time frames. Scott
explained that these projects typically take three to five years to be completed once
funding is awarded.

o Some will be done faster since their design has already been completed. The
Union – Lindell Bridge replacement has already been partially designed. The
Brickline Greenway has already started design work.

● Richard Bose shared that recent construction projects in St. Louis are coming in double
the cost. They asked how costs will be handled on these projects to stay within budget.
Scott explained that inflation of construction costs is a major issue facing all
infrastructure projects. In some cases, there are limits in terms of contractor capacity. It
truly depends on the project. Every jurisdiction is aware of the increased costs and are
working to combat them. Also, some projects are a few years away from being built so
costs may lower by the time they reach the construction phase.

● Sheryll Williams shared a concern that when improvements are made to signaled
intersections they are not maintained. Scott Ogilvie asked that if anyone notices a
pedestrian signal that is not working to report it to the City through CSB.

Subcommittee Updates
▪ Liz Kramer shared that the Traffic Calming and Open Streets & Parklets subcommittee

are on pause.
▪ Dawn Walter shared that the Engagement Subcommittee reviewed three member

applications at its last meeting. Two of the applications were recommended to be general
members and one was recommended to be a voting member. Current voting members
will receive an email from Liz Kramer finally the meeting with more information and an
opportunity to vote.

▪ Charles Bryson shared that the City is interested in adopting a city-wide Vision Zero
initiative. To educate citizens on Vision Zero, the Engagement subcommittee is exploring



hosting a Zoom informational session. He will be meeting with the program manager of
Vision Zero next week to talk about the program, how it operates in other cities around
the globe, and how it might work in St. Louis. This Zoom session will likely happen in
late November.

Other Business
▪ Liz Kramer shared that the next two CMC meetings will be October 26 and December 7

from 1:00 – 2:00pm.
▪ Liz Kramer also shared that there will be a vote for the 2023 Chair and Vice Chair (or

Co-Chairs) following the December meeting.

There being no further business, the meeting was concluded at 2:00pm.

Member Votes
On October 4th, Michael Ridenhour was voted in as a voting member of the Community
Mobility Committee. The following members voted in favor of their application: Kevin
McKinney, Kaleena Menke, Wendy McDaniel, Aamna Anwer, Charles Bryson, Tiffanie
Stanfield, Bryan Rogers, Liz Kramer, Matthew Bernstine, Pamela Robtoy, Bobbie Brantley,
Taylor March.


